
Prospective president UG campus Yantai 
doesn’t show respect for democratic process 
The prospective communist president of the University of Groningen campus in the Chinese 
city of Yantai doesn’t show any respect for the Dutch democracy, according to university 
council party Lijst Calimero. “This leaves us with little hope for a good cooperation”, says 
party chairman Henk-Jan Wondergem about the article in Dutch newspaper Volkskrant on 
Monday the 15th of January.  

In the article proposed president Fu Zetian speaks out about the democratic process at the 
UG in a disparaging tone. That hit a raw nerve with Lijst Calimero, because the right of 
codetermination is anchored in Dutch law with the aim to give students and staff a voice in 
the university's strategy. 

“Opening a campus in Yantai is a large and complex decision. Chinese interference with 
matters in Groningen doesn’t contribute to that process. Just as we have respect for the 
Chinese matters and opinions, we think it isn’t too much to ask respect from China for the 
way we handle this matter in Groningen.” 

Besides that, Fu insinuates that the student representatives don’t look at the long term. “All 
parties in the university council are there because they want what’s best for the UG. As 
representatives of the complete student community, especially the long term effects of 
university plans are important, since it affects current and future students. It’s a pity that 
mister Fu puts us aside like this.” 

The thing that stings Lijst Calimero the most, is that the student participation is blamed for 
the delay with the student participation. “The reason that a decision still hasn't been made, 
is that the board of directors presented an inadequate plan to the council in August. With no 
clear budget, no exit strategy, no risk analysis. That left a lot of questions unanswered. 
Eventually, the board withdrew the plan and is now working on a new one. We contribute to 
a quick decision-making process in every way possible.” 

As soon as the board of directors puts their new plan for the campus in Yantai forward, the 
university council will make their decision.  

------------------------ END OF PRESS RELEASE  -------------------------------- 
Note to the editors (not meant for publication) 
For more information you can contact Henk-Jan Wondergem, faction chair Lijst Calimero. 
Phone: +316 55 53 11 17. Email: henkjanwondergem@lijstcalimero.nl.  
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Lijst Calimero is a university council party at the University of Groningen (UG). The party is a part 
of the central student representation organ of the university. The party focusses on the quality of 
education and a valuable diploma for all students. Student-centered education, future-
oriented education and a healthy study environment are indispensable in reaching this goal. 
For more information, our latest press releases and imagery, visit lijstcalimero.nl/en/press.

The Yantai branch campus is a proposed joint venture between the local China Argicultural 
University and the University of Groningen. According to the latest plans, Chinese students will 
follow programmes that closely resemble their Dutch counterparts and will receive a Dutch UG 
diploma without every studying in the Netherlands. The campus should in the end provide 
enough space for 10,000 students. After more than 3 years of planning, the definitive proposal 
still hasn’t been put forward by the Board of the University of Groningen. 
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