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1. Introduction 
Currently, faculties do not have a clear/standardized system in their possession offe-
ring research opportunities to their students, which makes it difficult for students to 
find research offers in their faculties. Furthermore, due to having their own proces-
ses to offer research opportunities, interdisciplinarity is limited. 

This memorandum introduces the idea to offer students and researchers a univer-
sity-wide research platform. What we propose is the set up and the implementation 
of a platform, where staff can display the open positions they have for research 
projects. This will allow these positions to be seen by students, and at the same time 
will allow students to find their best pick for the research topic they are looking for. 
Besides these advantages, this platform will also be able to easily promote plenty of 
interdisciplinary research, and stimulate the Learning Community of the University 
of Groningen (UG). Concrete goals for the platform will be set out and for example a 
working group would work these goals out, and in so doing represents students and 
staff their wishes. 

The purpose of this university-wide research platform is to strive for innovation 
through knowledge sharing and connection between the faculties of the UG. Indeed, 
this goal would be well served by this platform encouraging the emergence of a hig-
hly self-organizing research community. 

To support this idea, this memorandum tries to give a rationale for offering students 
a university-wide research platform. 

2. Proposal 
Interdisciplinary research is key to find creative solutions to contemporary issues. 
While it can contribute to solving today’s challenges, interdisciplinary research also 
creates a powerful learning experience, strengthens integrative learning and critical 
thinking. In fact, students could learn the value of integrating two or more academic 
disciplines in a study, find creative solutions, become interdisciplinary thinkers and 
develop collaboration skills through the implementation of an university-wide rese-
arch platform. They are therefore prepared for graduate studies or/and careers in 
emerging fields. 
Amongst these benefits for students, we also believe that staff members will greatly 
benefit from using this platform. For example, the openings for positions that they 
will publish on the platform would reach a broader/bigger audience of students. 
Finally, in addition to providing a process that will stimulate making the right mat-
ches between students and supervisors, the research platform can stimulate a more 
concise and streamlined way these matches are made. This will reduce the time for 
students to find, and start on, their research projects. Besides this, when clarifying 
the process, more staff/researchers/teachers who want to start doing research at 
the UG will be showing initiative.
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	 Fulfilling	objectives	of	the	proposed	Strategic	Plan	2021-2026
We strongly believe that this university-wide platform will help achieve the objectives 
set in the Strategic Plan 2021-2026. First and foremost, the matter of interdisciplina-
rity. Having a platform where research projects can be classified under various dis-
ciplines might lead the staff to collaborate more, since interdisciplinary research can 
be well promoted. Furthermore, a university-wide research platform provides a clear 
display into what research is currently being done at the UG. This is in line with the 
Open Science objective of the Strategic plan, in which the desires of The University 
to stimulate and facilitate a transparent research and educational environment are 
formulated. Having this platform is vastly adding to the transparency and the ind-
exability of the research done at the UG. We also believe that the proposed platform 
will integrate with and stimulate the active Learning Community present within the 
UG. By providing the best matches between students and researchers, it stimulates 
both in-depth education and acquisition of academic skills and scientific integrity.

	 Research	Platform	by	Utrecht	University
Based on a current and successful university-wide research platform at the Utrecht 
University (https://uu.konjoin.nl), we propose to create a similar structure. The plat-
form at the Utrecht University is easy to use and navigate for both students and 
staff, which is essential. You can explore the platform through either researchers or 
projects. In either case, you can filter your search by faculty. In the first case, you can 
specify your search through the function of the researcher. In the second case, you 
can specify your search through the type of project or/and the status of the project. 
The application to a project or/and a creation of a project requires to log in either as 
a student or an employee at the university or at the university medical center. Both 
staff and students from the Utrecht University are satisfied with the impact of the 
platform (https://konjoin.nl/). For example, one student commented that she and 
other students only were aware of the subjects their teachers gave, but that she 
knew there were more subjects she wasn’t aware of. Through the platform it beca-
me a lot easier to find other subjects, including the one she found most interesting.

	 Inclusion	of	UMCG
In the faculty of medical sciences (FMW), a project is currently going on. This project 
consists of building a research platform where medical students and students from 
the faculty of science and engineering (FSE) can find the contact details and a short 
description of researchers at the UMCG in each department. What we suggest is 
a close collaboration between all faculties of the UG and the UMCG to create an 
university-wide research platform. This platform will be integrated at a central level. 
It should be accessible to both all the students and employees from the university 
and from the UMCG. The accessibility of the platform outside of the university and 
UMCG should be discussed. 
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3. Recommendations 
We recommend that the concept of the university-wide research platform at the 
Utrecht University is taken for a basis of the proposed platform. We suggest that a 
working group is set up who will lead the project development.
The plan should be created with an aim to start using the platform as soon as pos-
sible. Finally, we propose that clear objectives are formulated, so the working group 
can clearly check their own progress towards the implementation.

4. Conclusion 
In this memo we briefly proposed the idea of a university-wide research platform. It 
would fulfill objectives from the Strategic plan 2021-2026, such as interdisciplinarity, 
open science and an active Learning Community at the UG. The platform would not 
only be a successful tool for interdisciplinary research projects, but also a tool for 
students to be actively involved in research to either pursue their aspiration to be a 
researcher in the future or to be prepared for careers in emerging fields. In fact, at 
the Utrecht University where such a platform is already in place, both students and 
staff are both enthusiastic about it. All in all, we are sure that the UG could benefit 
from a university-wide research platform and we are looking forward to your res-
ponse.
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